
I 
R E F L E C T I l u u  O R A N G E  C O U N T Y ' S  F I N E R  L I F E S T Y L E  I M A Y  2 0 0  





With the county's most highly anticipated public space moving from 

render it's time for a closer look at its inspiring design 

BY' TERENCE LOOSE 

ead de Lj <en Smith has said he was not ii d in the ''wow" factor when 

designing the C County Great Park. What was most important to him and 

his team was tc sent Orange County's rich past and speak to its bright 

future, all the while building a place that will he community for genera- 

tions to come. 'This has to be a great park," l "Once we settle for a good 

park, we're lost." It's a tall order he placed on himself, but as the opening of the 

park grows near, most think that Smith pulled it off - including the wow factor. 

serve t 

le says. ' 

The Big Orange 

Balloon was one 
element of Ken 

Smith's design 

that distinguished 

it and intrigued 

judges. As envi- 
sioned, three hot 

air balloons will 

serve as attrac- 
tions for visitors 

while providing a 

bird's eye view of 

the Great Park. 

The first balloon 

should be launch- 

ing this summer. 

lrvine is known for one thing above all else: 
it's a family-friendly town. The Great Park 

will incorporate Pocket Parks where mom 

and dad can kick it while the little ones 

enjoy a small part of the biggest park built 

this century. 



Measuring in at two miles long and up  
t o  60-feet deep, and featuring a peren- 
nial stream connecting a string of  small 

pools and a lake, the Great Canyon is 
the park's most distinctive element. 

Heavily planted, the canyon will b e  dra- 
matically cooler than the nearby urban 

areas and an oasis where visitors can 
stroll along paths and trails bordered 

by  native palms, woodlands and 
Mediterranean ornamentals. 

Traversing the Great Canyon will be  a 
series of  Canyon Bridges. The most 

dramatic of these will be  the "Bridge of 
Two Towers," which will zigzag across 

one of the widest parts of the canyon. 

The Cultural Terrace is a 100-foot-wide 
jacaranda tree-lined urban terrace that will 
link major cultural features such as a cafe, 
library or museum, and a 10,000-seat 
amphitheater with lake and canyon views. 
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The Trabuco : 
Entry t o  the park 

will feature two 
huge reflecting . . 

pools, fountains, ' . 

flowering trees, 

expansive vistas, ,. 

and a place to  
grab a quick 

bite. A monu- 
mental gateway 

st,."&,re will L:+:Y; 
b&$?;d 

"frame" the 
landscape. ~ : ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  
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F GRFAT P A R K  B Y  T H F  N \ I M R F R S  

Acreage of the Great Park. This is more Number of years it will take t o  fully The projected opening date of the 

than twice the size of New York's remove the 50,000 feet (3.3 million Great Park's first phase, which begins 

Central Park. tons) of three-foot thick runways and construction in late 2008. 
taxiways of the former military base. 

The project started May 12, 2006 and 
much of the runway material will be 

reused onsite. 



In the Botanic Garden, visitors 
will be  able t o  get up  close 

and personal with Southern 

California native plants while 

learning about the relation- 

ship between people and 

plants, food and health, and 
society and setting in dynamic 

displays. A "garden bridge" 
will link the garden t o  the 

Cultural Terrace. 



The Great Park's mission is hefty, yet admirable. Sustainability, which is being measured by the increasingly fine balance 

And there are perks for the do-gooders: a hosted vodka bar, silent auction of exclusive jewelry and accessories from Cartier 
and Bvlgari, and a delicious alfresco dinner with live entertainment from circus fantasy group Cirque Dreams are all on the 
agenda. To conclude, American singing legend Kenny Loggins will perform. 

No park is great without a sport- 
ing element, and the Great Park 
will have one to suit its size: 165 
acres of not only the requisite 
soccer fields and baseball dia- 
monds, but also a skateboard 

' complex, rock climbing wall and 

i 
I 

! events. It will be lined with 
- ... . .~ .. . . . groves of citrus and acacia trees 

as a reminder of Orange 

Toro's service as a military base 
will be remembered at the Great 

. . .  

Great Park, which will provide a safe 

"missing link" between the Cleveland 
National Forest to  the north and 

Crystal Cove State Park to the south. 


